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the TO THE 

“ Goop anp True 

a MEN OF HAMPSHIRE. 

on leeting at Winchester.—Outrageous 
vy Parsons.—Dreadful Row.—Lock- 
be Ma hart the Brave.—Challenge of Lock. 
ey. Ma hart the Brave to Mr. Cobbett.— 
ects The Sineeure Crew’s Flight.— 
ri Mr. Cobbett chatred.—No Address 
= agreed to by the Meeting.—Cash- 
“- man’s Death.—Arrests in Lane 
how ME cashire. 


_ London, 13th March, 1817» 


My Wortny Countrymen, 

The necessity of going into Hamp- 
htrawill compel me to confine myself 
his week within very narrow limits; 
put, in my next I shall resume the dis- 
usion relative to the fameus Bills, 
hich have totally changed the situ- 
tion of every man in this country, 
nd shall endeavour to put the whole 
f that. latter in so clear a light, that 
9 hug ature, who reads what 
ant any more informa- 
eto it. In such a case, 

imthing is, to give the great 
1185 of fie people a clear and true 
lea of what the things are which have 
*n done; for, when that is onee 
ted in thoir minds, never, no, never, 
ll it be got out again. ‘here it 
lll live as long as life shall animate 
le frame, 

Few comparatively of you were at 
tt Meeting, but you must all hear 
story of Lockhart the Brave. 
owever, this story must come in at 
P Proper place of the preceedings of 
* tumultuous eleventh of March. 
will bear in mind, that the! 
"ting was calked by Mr. Fleming 
1. Cos te Willis) who is the n1au SHFRIFF, 
ee ae CONSequence of a requisition signed 
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is Groom of the Stole, the Marquis of 
Buckingham, whose father was a Teller 
of the Exchequer, Old George Rose, 
who is evefy thing, Lord Paimerston, 
who is Secretary at War, Mr. Sturges 
Bourne, who is a Lord of the Treasury, 
Mr. Garnier, who is Apothecary Ge- 
neral, Earl Malmsbury, who has a 
heavy pension, Lord Fitzharris, who 
is Governor of the Isle of Wight for 
life, and several other persons. There 
was a requisition sent to the Sheriff 
before the one here meafioned was 
sent to him; but, this other was car- 
ried to him by my son John a few 
days before he was Shert/f. My son 
wished to leave it with him. No. 
That was not approved of. It might 
be brought to him again the next 
Monday; but, when carried to him 
again, another had been brought to 
him along with his patent of Sheriff / 
Ours was therefore set aside, though 
it had been fendered first ; and, when 
my son suggested, that beth might be 
| inserted in the call, as was done last 
year by poor talking Bossneurt, the 
impartiality of Mr. Piumine induced 
him to refuse to do it, though he very 
condescendingly offered to have our 
names put under the requisition of the 
Greom of the Stole, the Apothecary 
General, and Old George Kose, an 
honour, of which we had too much 
modesty to accept. 

Upon this occasion every nerve ap- 
pears to have been strained by the 
whole of the Nobility, Gentry and 
Clergy in the country, and upon my 
arrival in Winchester (from London) 
at ten o’clock in the morning, news 
assailed me from all quarters, that 
there w+s a plan resolved on for eflec- 
tually preventing Lorn Cocusane 
and all those who might take part with 
him from being heard ; and when the 
meeting was opened we soon discover- 








, }the Marquis of Winchester, who | 









ed, that this plan was, if possible, to 
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be carricd into execution. ‘There was | 
good sense init on the part of our ad- 
versaries; for, they were sure to be 
beaten, if we were heard, and they 
could only be beaten if we were not, 
and as to shame, you will soon see, 
that that formed no obstacle in their 
way. 

When the Hien Suerirr had read 


To TUE MEN oF TT -eperryne, [394 












ment. Vsuppose he Ud read i. for, 
being at the nex! window. [ saw 4, 
‘ms move; but, [ am sure, that he 
himself did not heir the sound of his 
own voice, and I must do him the 
justice to say, that he appeared har. 
tily ashamed of the part that he had 
been selected to act. Mr. Asurox 
SmituH came forward to secend that 
















the requisition and opened the Meet- 
ing, 1 offered myself to the Meeting 
with a paperin my hand. It was a 
eopy of our requisition, and my ob- 
ject was merely to state, on that sub- 
jeet, what [ have above stated to you. 
But, the Sheriff did not, and could 
not, know what it was. It might be 
en address ; and, as I had the first 
word, it was his duty to Ict me pro- 
ceed. He insisted that F should 
not ; and that another address should 
be moved first by Sir Cuarces 
O«ie, a gentleman fixed upon, pro- 
bably, for his ineffensive and amiable 
character. I insisted on my right, 
and now began a scene of uproar such 
as I never before witnessed. I be- 
sought the little dull Sheriff to let me 
only say ten words to explain the 
affair of the two requisitions. No. He 
was in hopes that [ should not get a 
hearing. ‘There we steod for half an 
hour. Noise on both sides so that 
not a word conld be heard. 

The people were assembled in the 
court-yard of the Castle, on one of the 
sides of which is the Grand Jury 
Chamber, having four windows, from 
which the speakers were to speak. 
The chamber was at once filled full, 
to the amount of, perhaps, a hundred 
persons, consisting chiefly of clergy- 
men, custom-house peeple, barrack 
people, and the like, who, with sticks 
and umbrellas, and heels of shoes, and 
with shoutings, groanings, hissings, 
spittings, and other means of annoy- 
ance, endeavoured to stun and over- 
whelm us. However, all wonld not 
do, Our friends without returned 
the charge with interest, and nothing 
could be heard. At last came for- 
ward Sir Cuarces Ogre withthe Ad- 
tress, ready engrossed upon parch- 

















which nobody had heard read. He 
put his hand a little way out of the 
window, but, as if struck by the ap. 
row that flyeth by day, he drew it in 
under a shout of disapprobation 
enough to kill a gentleman dead upoa 
| the spot, when he reflected that it 
came from the lips of his own neigh 
bours. 

As yet the meeting knew nothing 
of what had been done. But, Lor 
Cochrane, who had obtained a lool 
only at a copy of the Address now 
began to move another Address as a 
amendment to it; and, here it wa 
that the mortification and rage v 
our opponents, particularly of thos@ 
within, began to discover itself i 
symptoms bordering very closely o 
those of hydrophobia, or dog-madnes 
It was now most carious to obser 
the workings in the minds of differen 
descriptions of the audience. A gre 
number of the fenants had been pres 
ed into the service of our Opponents Mipea 
some of their tradesmen; many docl™ y 
yard people and taxing people. 1 ¢h 
the minds of many of these, there wa A 
a real inclination on our side; and, Mor. 
the minds of many more, curiosity Waite 
_too powerful, for the moment, at leasH.oc 
for the sense of obedience. So thaliitlis , 
the Parsons and some few others find rod 
‘ing the task of interrnption devolviigifer 
(upon themselves, and having hardigile 
‘any but their own voices, became s!)gMath 
(and silence was*produced, His Lorg@t hi 
‘ship began by enquiring into the coMmpat 
duct of the little Surrirr in prefertig@pose 
| the other requisition to , that w hici@@een 
his Lordship had signed, cand stale! ad 
| as a probable reason for the preferen™ ad 
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that some of the persons, who % 
signed the former requisition, had" _ 
‘ceived out of ihe public moncy a 
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i. for Mian enough to pay all the poor-rates 
Siw isfy Hampshire for ten years! - His 
that bef#lordship, after a variety of most ex- 
Cl of hisMMcellent remarks, was proceeding to 
him theMiMread his amendment, when the Swerirr 
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jwterrupted him by saying, that, as 
those subjects were not proposed in 
he requisition, they could not, and 
should not, be put to the Meeting. 
lf the little man’s ears have recovered 
the salute, which he received upon this, 
eishappy, at any rate, in his hear. 
ng faculties, though, to me, deafness 
ould have been far preferable to the 
receiving of sounds more than suffi. 
ient to kill a man of any feeling. 

The contest now was, whether Lord 
ochrane should be allowed to pro- 












 Mothingpose his amendment. ‘The Sheriff in- 
Sut, Lordiiisted that he should not, and a vast 
x a looMimajority of the people insisted that he 
lress nowhould. What the amendment was I 
ress as am@eould not precisely discover; for I 
re it wagMvas at the right hand window, the She. 














rage Mit at the second, and Lord Cochrane 
of thos@it the third. ‘I'o get at his Lordship 
itself iMfvas impossible. About ¢wenty Par- 
losely offoxs had placed themselves at his back, 
-madnesfiind would suffer no onc to approach 
o obser@im. I asked to be permitted to do 
f differetio, and, upon observing to one of the 
. A grearsons in the rear rank of this true 








een presshurch Militant, that [I wanted to 
pponentsmipeak to his Lordship: ‘¢ 1 know 
any doc you do,” said he, ‘and J want 
ople. 1 thut you shali not !” 
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After this state of uproar had lasted 






Ko actor put forward. It was Mr. 











it, at leaMockuarr of the Honourable House. 

So this name wasannounced. Uncertainty 
thers find toduced silence. <A lazcyer, a Mem- 
devolviiGer of Parliament, 2 learned friend. 
ng hardigfle would surely put us into the right 
scame SiMth! He began by a declaration 








H is Lor 





I his impartiality. Westated broadly, 











o the COMMe2t nothing could be regularly pro- 
preferli@@osed to the Meeting, which had not 
hat whiH@een announced in the requisition ; 
nd stated that, therefore, the Noble Lord 
preference discovered “6 eross ignorance” of 
, who ’e mode of procceding upon such oc- 
yn, had tons, when he introduced subjects, 
oncy ™ "Mech had not been announced in the 
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vv about half an hour, there was aj 
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requisition, out of the limits of which 
we were not permitted to travel in the 
smallest degree. Mr. Lockaarr bad 
begun his speech by observing, that 
he was sure he should not incur the 
displeasure of the Meeting, and that 
the ouly favour he had to beg of them 
was not to énferrupt him by their ape 
plauses, a favour which was readily 
granted ; for, no sooner was it per- 
ceived, that his object was to prevent 
Lord Cochraue from moving his 
amendment, than he became an actor 
in dumb show. 

Loxp Cocuranet had spoken, and had 
been heard too, ’till, with the noise at 
his back and all together, he appeared 
to be nearly exhausted ; and, besides, 
my tongue really ached to be at this 
Learned Friend. Curiosity was now 
more powerful in consequence, partly, 
of my announcing my object to be to 
answer the Learned and Honourable 
Member. ‘The silence was complete. 
I took Mr. Lockhart upon his own 
ground; said that I was willing to 
agree to the Address as far as it was 
strictly ¢onformable to the requisi- 
tion; and, even if I found, that it did 
depart from the gentieman’s own rule, 
I would agree to it, provided, that its 
meaning were made clear, and that 
nothing amountiug to downright non- 
sense was left init. First, then, I beg- 
ged to be furnished with the Requi- 
sition, which the Sheriff vory suikily 
handed dewn to me from his window, 
and which I read in the following 
words: ‘* We, the undersigned Free- 
‘holders of the Couuty of Southamp- 
‘ton, request you will fix an early 
“6 day for wa County Meetsng, to con- 
‘‘ sider of an Address to his Royal 
‘¢ Highness the Prince Regeut, on the 
‘ outrageous and treasonable attack 
‘¢ made upon his Royal Highness on 
** his return from opening the Session 
* of Parliament.”” Then Ll obtained 
a copy of their Address, which cone 
fined itself to the Nobility, Gentry, 
Clergy, and Freeholders, instead of 
going to ‘°* inhabitants in genera,” 
which words, for the reasons which 
{ stated, I proposed to introduce. 
L 2 
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Next, to get rid of a small portion of 
nonsense, I proposed, that the Address 
should be ** laid before His Royal High- 


** ness,” instead of being laid ** at his 


To tHe Men or HaAmpsuire. 
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u 
the herd always shun a wounded 9; 
hunted deer. e 


But, Mr. Locxuart’s mortification a! 
was not even yet at its height ; for, i & J, 


** Royal Hlighness’s feet.” Next, this | the word Religion meant the Prince, he 


address, which Mr. Lockhart had as- 
serted to bestrictly confined to the mat- | 
ters propounded intheRequisition,con- 
tained *‘ a pledge to support the Reli- 
“¢ gion and Constitution of the Coun- 
“try.” For Religton | had no objec. 
tion to substitute Tythes, if Mr. Lock- 
hart would give his consent ; but I said, 
from what I had read, that I, who was 
a true Churehman, was afraid he would 
not! This threw the Learned Friend 
into utter confusion, and even made 
the Parsons prick up their ears and 
dart a look at him from all quarters ! 
The Farmers pricked up their ears too, 
and. began to smirk and to look side- 
ways slyly at the Parsons, bringing 
their chiss down upon their cravats at 
the same time. ‘The little Sheriff 
himself was at a loss what course to 
pursue. All was dead silence, while 
I, in a low, solemn and:sort of pro- 
phetic tone, bade the parsons take 
warning, that, defere that day two 
years, they would have caus@ to re- 
member my words, and would see how 
foolish beyond all foolishness their 
conduct had been in opposing a re- 
form of the parliament and in so ran- 
courously pursuing its advocates. 
Lord Fivzuarnis is, in the Morning 
Chronicle, reported to have said, that 
nothing could be heard at the meeting. 
His Lordship could not have been 
there. Never was silence more com- 
plete ; never was impression deeper. 


| ** genorance,” the Learned Member 


Constitution, which we were also to & he 
pledge ourselves to support, could no by 
mean the same thing, and besides, the H ha 
Learned Expositor had said, that by J an 
Constitution were meant King, Lords, & up 
and Commons. Here, then, the addres; & ne: 
had travelled out of the Requisition, & fro 
or the Learned Expositor had been MI } 
wrong in his expesition; aad, I had iM sho 
to leave it to the Meeting to decide, I cha 
who had discovered the ** grosses fi of \ 






or the Noble Lord. This, however, 
being so loose a phrase as to admit of 








































so many interruptions, I proposed tof was 
amend the Address by inserting, after put 
the word Constitution, ** as established Sher 
“ by Magna Charta, the Bill of Right: adjo 
** and the Act of Habeas Corpus, for ters 
© which our forefathers fought andg§and 
*¢ bled,” with which amendment I was once 
| willing for the Address to pass una bolte 
nimously. speec 
There was something so moderateg and, 

so reasonable, so manifestly just andi off f 
proper in this, that our opponentgand / 
could not for very shame object t@the c 








it. Mr. Lockhart was called upot 
by the whole Meeting to come for 
ward. He had the merit, though 
Jawyer, of discovering some degrt 
of reluctance to oppose a thing § 
manifestly right. But after taki 
time to rally his spirits, he put h 
head forth, and said: ** Gentlemen, 
Ss you adopt Mr. Cobbett’s amené 





















Mr. Locxwarr was in vain invited 
to answer. Nota word had he to say ; 
and an attempt which he had made to 
explain, that by Religion was meant 
the Prince, the Prince being the Head 

the Church, was turned into such 
ridicule, and excited such bursts of 
laughter, even amongst our opponents, 
that the Learned Expositor seemed to 
be absolutely sinking through the 
floor. He skulked back from the 
window, and took shelter amongst the 


parsons, who seemed to avoid him, as | 


'** ments, you will declare agat 
| ** loyalty, and for every thing that 
| 6 seditious and wieked.’? Upon whit 
I said, ‘* Now, Gentlemen, I # 
“ happy to say, that however we 
‘have been misled by our passii™ 
*‘ this day to express our difference 
**in so violent a manner, upon 
‘¢ point, I am sure we shall be p¢ 
‘‘ fectiy unanimous, and that is, ! 
‘© Mr. Lockhart has been guilty of 
*¢ foulest misrepresentation that © 
‘¢ was made by mortal man.” W2* 
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upon one big parson, under the 
window, exelaimed, ‘* not half fozl 





ed or Me “enough ;”’ but with that single ex- 

eeption, such a roar of indignation 
cation Me as was then uttered against the 
for, if Learned Friend as I never before 
ince, We heard in my life; and most assuredly 
Iso to he meritedit, as you will clearly see 
1d not by looking at the words by which I 
3s, the Me had proposed to amend the address. 
hat by # and which words [ had wrote down 
Lords, upon paper in the presence of wit- 
ddres; fm nesses, Which words 1 repeatedly read 


sition, from the paper, and from which paper 
| been fm I have copied the words now. ‘This 
Thad shout of indignation produced the, 
decide, challenge from Lockhart the Brave, 


of which I shall speak by and by. 

Mr. Hunt seconded the Amend- 
ments, and was heard very well for | 
abouthalfan hour. Great impatience 
was now testified by our opponents to 
put an end to the Meeting. ** Pray, Mr. 
Sheriff, déssolve; pray, Mr. Sheriff, 
adjourn ;”? resounded from the quar- 
ters of the Parsons and Customhouse 
and Dockyard people; but, all at 
once, from the fourth window, out 
bolted Mr. Henry Marsh, who, in a 
speech of half an ‘hour’s duration, 
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oderateg™ and, as I was told (for he was too far 
just an@off for me to hear) replete with wit 
yponcntt/ and humour of the best sort, turned 
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the conduct of our opponents and the } 
matter of their illiterate and slovenly | 
address into such ridicule, that scarce- | 
lyaman could refrain from laughing 
in the most immoderate manner.— | 
The Sheriff strained his throat in vain 
tocall Mr. Marsh to order ; the latter | 
put it to the vote, whether he should | 
be heard or not; the Meeting de. 
tided that he should, and on he went 
inidst an uproar of laughter as loud 
isthe shoutings and groanings which 
‘aluted the ears of the Sheriff and his | 
Baek, Mr. Lockhart, whenever they 
ttempted to interfere. The Parsons | 
ind Tax-eaters cried out, ‘‘ Treason, 
: takehim up. He turns the attack on 
‘the Prince into ridicule. Hear him ! 
| be pl hearhim! Go on! goon! O, Lord!” 
t is, And then such laughter as never, I 
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world. Some of the farmers and 
tradesmen and labouring people [ 
could see putting their hands to their 
sides, and laughing till they were 
ready to tumble down. ‘The women, 
and girls, of whom the number was 
not small, were convulsed with laugh- 
ter, ’till at last, it was more like 
screaming than law ching. 

It was nearly five o’clock, the 
Meeting having began precisely at 
twelve. The Sheriff now saw, that 
his power was of no avail, and 
that, unless something was speedily 
done for the: poor address, it could 
not have even the semblance of being 
agreed to. He, therefore, poked out 
his head to put the address. We 
called for the amendments to be put, 
as all the world knews they ought to 
have been. He and Mr. Lockhart 
refused! They wouid not put the 
amendments. Not a word was heard, 
except by us uow stood near the little 
geotleman. The uproar was renewed. 
But, having carricd our point; having 
got a hearing, and given a most fa. 
mous lashing to our opponeuts, we 
waved our hats to our friends and 
produced a division. The Sheriff 
decided that the address was carried 
three or four to one; and 1 am most 
sincerely persuaded, ‘hat the majority 
was on our side. 

Lorp CocurAyE, who, though 
standing within one window of the 
SuerifF had got at no knowledge as 
to the subject of the division. His 
Lordship coneluded, of course, that 
my amendmeats had been put, and, 
as the people in the room said *‘ Cob. 
** bett is beaten,”’ his Lardship then 
began to move his amendment, which 
was to set aside the address altogether. 
But, behold, while he was speaking 
with this object in view, the Suxrirr 
packed off, followed by the Parsons 
and Tax-eaters, who ran down the 


Street amidst hisses, groans, and every 


mark of popular contempt and indig- 
nation! And Lord Cochrane was 
actually speaking, when the Under 


Sheriff came, and told us, that, if we 





ity of Oerily believe, was heard before ia the 
that ¢ 
> Wher 


did not disperse, he was ordered to 
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take us into custody! 
Morning Chronicle makes Lord Fitz 
harris say, in his place in parliament, 
that an unanimous vote of thanks was 
given to the Sheriff! No: nor would 
any one have been heard for 2 moment 
upon sucha subject. There was no 
vote directing who should present the 
address. It was no address at all. It 
was never heard read from first to 
last. Indeed Lord Fitzharris is 
made to say, that nothing was heard. 
How, then, could the address be the 
address of the Meetin¢? The thanks 
to the Sheriff and ihe order for 
presenting the address, was, I sup- 
pose, veted at the /nn after dinner ; 
but, at the Mceting neither was ever 
so rauch as heard talk of. 

‘The proceedings closed as I have 
stated. The Winchester correspon- 
dent of the Courter, who tells all 
sorts of falsehoods, concludes thus :— 
«« N.B. I forgot to tell you, that when 
‘* Mr. Cobbett left the Castle, a few 
* men proposed that they should dor- 
‘© yow a chair to carry him on their 
‘¢ shoulders to the inn in the city ; he 
“6 actually waited till they. procured 
“* one, and suffered himselfto be carried 
“in au old arm chair to the Black 
*“* Swan amidst the hisses and groans 
** of the Freeholders.”——Yes, he had 
forgot to mentiuvn this in his letter! 
He would have forgotten it in the post- 
cript tov; but he was afraid, that some- 
body else might remember it. Whether 
it was afew men or many men,whether 
it was in a borrowed chair or a bought 
chair ; whether the chair were old 
or mews still the reader will 
perceive, that nothing of this sort 
was done for our opponents. ‘Vhe 
truth is, that [ was not at ail apprized 
of the matter; that en-immeuse crowd 
surrounded me to shuke hanus with 
me, and the kind and honest hearts 0: 
the owners of those hands it would 
camfort me to thivk that L had wit 
me, if] were thrown down to the bot- 
tom of adungeon. [| could not get 
along for the crowd. Alli at once a 
chair was brought, into which J very 


eheerfully got, and, when I alighted 
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And yet, the | 
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from it Isaid: ** My kind and hones 
* countrymen, | am proud of | tho 
** honour you have done me for my 
‘own sake; but, I am much more 
‘proud of it asf deem it a strong 
‘* mark of your unshaken attaehment 
*¢ to those undoubted and unalienable 
‘* rights to which J have endeavoured 
*S to convince you that you are enti. 
*¢ tled, and which, whatever become; 
|“ of me, i trust nothing will ever in. 
“duce you toabandon. Be assured, 
** that while my mind retains its facu). 
* tics, and limbs enjoy that liberty 
** which innocence ought to ensure to 
‘Sf every man, I never will cease to 
‘* maintain our cause to the utmost of 
‘+ my power.” 

While this was going on, while 
all was joy and exultation in our 
breasts, very different were the feel. 
ings of Lockhart the Brave. He had 
come to me in the Grand Jury Cham. 
ber soon after [ had charged him so 
justly with ** foud misrepresentation.” 
Te said, he had not been accustomed 
to receive language like that. I told 
him to come to me after the Meeting 
was over. As we were going out of 
the Chamber, he came again. ‘The 
thing would admit of no delay. Ttold 
him to come to the Inn. He did so, 
with two men as witnesses. I then 
fold him, that I would have no com- 
munication with him, except it was in 
writing. ‘They wanted to sit downin 
the room, where Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. 
Huot, and other gentlemen were wilh 
me; but this I told them that I would 
not suffer; and bade them go out of 
the room. ‘They did so; and then 4 
correspondence took place, which I 
insert here word for word and letter 
for letter, and, if the Learned Friend 
should feel sore at seeing his agitation 
exposed in. his illiterate notes, let him 
ihank his own folly and impudence for 
the exposure. 

Sit 
as you requested me to put 

writing the object of my requesting a mert 
ing with yeu, f beg to inform you it was Wit 


. f ’ 
} a view to your retracting the word fou 


which you applied to me, by stating I had 
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peen guilty of a fon] misrepresentation ” J 
did not hear whether you sald “ of your 
jangnage or intentions—-I am Sir your ode. 
dient Servamt— J J Lockhart 


Winchester, 11th March, 1817. 
Sir, . 
I did not say that it was “a foul 
« misrepresentation,” which you had made, 
but “ the foulest misrepresevtation that ever 
«was made by mortal man,” an opipion 
which I still entertain, and always shall, un- 
til you shall fully express your sorrow for the 
fects of that mortification, which, I hope, 
led your tongue beyond the cool dictates of 
your mind, 

I am, Sir, 
Your most humble 
And most obedient Servant, 


Wa. CoBBkTT. 


Sir-e 
I have received your answer which 
leaves no alternative except that of my ip 
siting on that satisfaction which yon owe me 
asa Gentleman, and which I Wish you would 
empower some friend to arrange this evening. 
I am Sir your obe:ieut Servant 
J J Locktart 
Marel: 11, 1817— 
Ishall remain in Winchester this evening 
for this purpose until 8o clock and a friend 
will dehiver this Letter to you, to accept 
your arrangement— 


To Wm, Cobbett, Esq.— 


Winchester, 114h March, 1817. 
Sir, 

If LT eonld stay here another day, I 
would amuse myveif with some fun with you, 
but having business of more importance on; 
land, { must beg of you to renew your plea- 
ant correspondence, upon our arrival in 
own, In the meanwhile T remain, 

Your most obedient, 
Aud most humble Servant, 
Wm. CoBBRTT. 


Now, my good neighbours, a few 
plain facts will enable you to form a 
perfectly correct judgment of this 
man’s conduct and character.—F rst. 
he knew, that I had written many 
says reprobating, in the strongest 
lerms, the practice of duelling.— 
econD, he knew, that I had held it as 
aspecies of suicide for a man, in my 
‘ituation, to fight a duel, seeing, that. 
{ one missed me, another would be 
found, ’till some one should hit me.— 
liurp (and this was his rock of 
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forfeit five theusand pounde sterling. 
He knew this well, for ke, who isa 
Lawyer, wind, koew that I had been 
bound in recognizes for seven years 
from the year 1812. This was his 
safeguard! You often hear of peo- 
ple, whe are going to fight duels, 
taken before magistrates and bound 
ever. That puts an end to the affair. 
But, he knew, and well knew, that I 
was bound over before hand, and ina 
monstrous and ruinous sum; and, 
when you are told, that he brought 
(we witnesses with him, you will easily 
guess what were his vea/ inientions.— 
When men mean to jight, they go to 
work in a very different way. 
They send a single friend to telJ 
the party of it in a whisper. They do 
not go to the party and take two wit- 
nesses with them. They ‘do not run 
blustering about and making a noise; 
and, my real beliefis, that, if [had done 
}any thing, which would have amount- 
ed to a breach ef the peace; if I had 
accepted of a challenge, and had ap- 
sang atime to fight, Lockhart the 
rave would have taken care to have us 
both bound over, and would have also 
taken care, that this breach of the 
peace should have cost me five thou- 
sand pounds! ‘This is my belief; but 
you have the facts before you, and I 
leave you to judge for yourselves. 

It was my intention to offer you some 
remarks on the Death of Cashman and 
on the Arrests in Lancashire; but, I 
shail be very late as it is, and must 
now conclude with expressing to you 
my unalterable attachment and respect, 


Wm. Cossert. 





CASHMAN. 


The death of this sailor is a matter 
of such interest, that I cannot re. 
frain from inserting here the account 
of it as published in the COURIER 
newspaper. I shall reserve remarks 
for another opportunity.—In order, 
however, that several passages in the 





‘alety) he knew well, that if I accept- 
“4 of his challenge, I must instautly 


| account may be the better understood, 
[ will first insert the words of hie 
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defence at the Old Bailey after his 
trial and before sentence was passed 
on him, which defence was in the 
following words:—‘ My Lord,—lI 
** hope you will excuse a poor friend- 
“‘ less sailor for occupying your time. 
** Had I died fighting the battles of 
“my country I should have gloried 
** in it; but I confess that it grieves 
** me to think of suffering like a rob- 
“* ber, when [ call God to witness that 
“¢ I have passed days together without 
* even a morsel of bread rather than 
** wiolate the laws. I have served my 
** King for many years, and often 
*¢ fought fur my country. I have re- 
“* ceived nine wounds in the service, 
* and never before have been charged 
“* with any ofience. [ have been at 
** sea all my life, and my Father was 
** killed on board the Diana frigate. 
“ I came to Londov, my Lord, éo en- 
“* deacour to recover my pay and 
** prizeemoney,,but being unsuccessful, 
*¢ T was reduced to ihe greatest dis- 
** tress, and being poor and penny- 
“tess, I have not been able to bring 
‘+ forward witnesses to prove my in- 
** nocence, nor even to acquaint my 


_-“* brave officers, or I am sure they 


** would all have come forward in my 
“behalf. The gentlemen who have 
** sworn against me must have mistook 
“*me for some other person (there 
** being many sailors inthe mob ;) but 
“‘ I freely forgive them, and I hope 
*¢ God will also forgive them, for I 
** solemnly declare that I committed 
** no act of violence whatever.” 

The following is the account from 
the Covrisr of Wednesday last. 

The Recorder of Lendon, having, 
on Saturday last made a report to the 
Prince Regent in Council, of the cases 
of some of the persons under seutence 
of deathin Newgate, and among others 
of the case of John Cashman, who was 
convicted at the Jauuary Old Bailey 
Sessions of having taken a most active 
part in the attack and plunder of Mr. 


~Beckwith’s house in Skinner-street, on 
_ the memorable 2d of December ; after 


due deliberation, it was considered 
imperative, however painful the duty, 
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to consign this unfortunate man tp 
the fate apportioned by law to his of, 
fence. ‘This morning was fixed fo, 
his execution, and in order that jt 
might produce a more lasting impres. 
sion on the minds of those unhappy 
persons, who like himself, had bee, 
made the instruments of mere mischie. 
vous characters, it was determined tha 
his life should be sacrificed immediate. 
ly contiguous to the spot which had 
formed the scene of his daring exploits, 
namely, in front of Mr. Beckwith’s 
shop.—After the religious services of 
the morning were over, he was visited 
by several of his friends, to whom he 
spoke in an unconeerned manner.~ 
Among others who called te offer hin 
consolation, was an Irish gentleman, 
named Upton, who had been on a for. 
mer oceasion the landlord of his father, 
To this gentleman Cashman spoke un. 
reservedly of his affairs—he said he 
was entitled to 2001. wages and prize 
money, about the dispesition of which 
he was very anxious. Mr. Upton, in 
order to gratify his feelings, prepared, 
under his directions, a will, by which 
he disposed of his property in various 
ways; he mainly left it, however, to 
purehase a boat for a brother of his, 


who had been a fisherman on thef 


coast of [reland; to his mother, and 
for the payment of his debts, about 
which he appeared particularly soli- 
citous. This will he signed, and Mr. 
Upton promised to do all in his power 
to see it executed.—In his cell his 
companions were, an Irishman, named 
Quinland, convicted of a burglary, but 
respited ; and a person, named Dowé- 
ing, sentenced to two years’ imprisol- 
ment, both of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion. To these persons he 
spoke freely of his situation, but seem: 
ed to regard death with perfect indif 
ference. With respect to the offence 
imputed to him, he admitted that be 
had been in Mr. Beckwith’s shop; aud 
in alluding to the attack on that occ 
sion, remarked that Mrs. Beckwith, “ 
some lady on the stairs, called on th 
mob to spare their lives. He demie’ 
that he was at all privy to the firing ® 
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the pistol at Mr. Platt, or was aware 
of that circumstance, but admitted that 
he had assisted in rescuing young 
Watson from the constable. He said 
he had been down to the Admiralty en 
the morning of the riots with a letter, 
and in bis way back was met by a bro- 
ther sailor, a warrant officer, whose 
name he declined mentioning ; but who 
had been often after him before on the 
subject, and by whom he was perstaded 
to go to Spa-fields. In their way 
there, he partook of a considerable 
quantity of rum, gin, and beer, and 
having had but little food for two days 
before, itkad a great effect upon him. 
He saw the colours pulled down by 
the officers at the top of Coppice-row, 
and went to resist the attempt, but in 
vain. He also repeated his story of 
having struck a fellow who was doing 
some wanton mischief in the Poultry. 
Such was the amoont of his admis- 
sions; but he was by no means énclin- 
ed to acknowledge the gustice of his sen- 
tence. It was stated by himsslf, both 
on his trial and since his cenviction, 
that he had fought bravely on various 
occasions in the course of his service in 
the Navy, and that he had received se- 
veral wounds, particularly on his head. 
To this it is stated, some ef his officers 
have borne testimeny ; but these gen- 


tlemen, WITH BECOMING PRU- 


Marcu 15, 1817. 


DENCE, declined interfering in the 


fate of a man, who, owever prais- 
worthy before, by his late actions had 
sacrificed all claims to thezr respect.— 
Among other topics which agitated 
his mind was the apprehension of 
being drawn to the scaffold in a cart. 
—Ile said ** he did not like to be 
“taken like a vagrant through the 
streets: if he had been a felon or 
‘6 a murderer he should not mind it, 
“ but when he was neither he thought 
* it was too bad.”? Mr. Cotton kindly 
promised him, with a view to calm his 
feelings, that he would get him re- 
moved in a coach.—While the hour 
for closing the existence of the crimi- 
nal was thus drawing on, directions 
Were given to the City carpenter to 
make preparations for the awful spec- 
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tacle; and, accordingly, posts and rails 
were prepared at the end of the ave- 
nues leading to the place of exeeution, 
so as to prevent, at the appointed time, 
the approach of carriages of any sort. 
These preparations naturally exeited 
curiosity, and immepse crowds assem- 
bled round the workmen, and in front 
of Mr. Beckwith’s shop.—This latter 
place formed a prineipal object of at- 
traction, and such was the amount of 
the mob at one time, and the riotous 
character of its pyoceedings, that Mr. 
Beck witu was under the necessity of 
soliciting from the Lord Mayor a 
guard of constabdes, which was im- 
mediately granted. The crowd, how- 
ever, couotinued till long after the 
day had closed, and expressions were 
used which led to very considerable 
alarms lest an attempt should be made 
to rescue the prisoner.—Mr. Beckwith 
naturally felt desirous to remove the 
scene of death from his own door, and 
twice went to the Secretary of State’s 
Office for the purpose of soliciting 
Lord Sidmouth on the subject. His 
answer was, however, that the orders 
already issued would not be altered. 
Nir. Alderman Bridges, who went on 
a similar errand, received the like an- 
swer. ‘The Lord Mayor took the re- 
quisite precautions to prevent dis 
turbance; he issued precepts to all 
the usual Officers of the City, call- 
ing upon them to attend in Skiuner. 
street at an early hour this morning, 
and sent similar instractions to the 
Deputies of the different Wards to 
call out their Special Constables. 
The Firemen of the several Fire- 
Offices in the City were also desired to 
be in readiness to assist ia preventing 
tumult, whilst within the goal of New- 
gate a force of between sixty and 
seventy of the London Militia were 
on guard. At the west end of the 
town the Magistrates were not less 
active in taking precautionary mea- 
sures. At eight o’clock last evening 
Cashman was brought from his cell up 
stairs to one adjoining the Press-yard, 
in which he was to pass the night. 
He seemed perfectly composed, but 
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exhibited a good deal of levity. In) 
alluding to his approaching death, he 
said, ** he had often faced the enemy | 
* amidst a shower of bails. and wii. 
“ the d—l before him, without shrink- 
“ing, and did not now fear te fac. 


“ his God!"—As he passed through | 


the Press-yard, he exclaimed with an 
oath, ** I wish a forty-four pounder | 
66 wauld now come and cut me :n two, 
“rather than | should go into the | 
“ hands of Jack Ketch!” In his cell 
he was joined with the Rev. Mr. De- 

vereux, who, in his usual kind and | 
benevolent strain, 


Casnman’s DEATH. 


endeavoured to | 
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‘letter from Miss Upton, the daughier 
of the gentiiman whe has undertaken 
to a lminioter to the will of the unhap- 
py man, stating that previous to his 

‘leaving Ireland he was in tie greatest 

distress, and on embarking in the 
packet for England, had 6ué two ten. 

| penny pieces im his pocket. She added, 
that he had borne an irrepr oachable 
| character-—QOn the departure of Mr, 

Devereux, a gentleman named Boyle, 

a Catholic, accompanied by two 

friends, and Quinland, to whom Cash. 

man seemed attached, entered his cell, 
andsat up with him the whole ni; cht. 


sooth his spirit and prepare his mind Every attempt was made to awaken 


for eternity. Occasionally he was 
serious, but he frequently Jaunched 
forth into conmnents on the uature of 
his past life, and talked of his fears 
of being dragged like a vagrant 
through the streets. On being ex- 
horted to abandon these unimportant 
thoughts, and to resign himself wholly 
to futurity, he said ‘* he had no fear 
‘of death, he wished the moment 
‘* was then come, for he was ready 
“to drop, but he did not étke to be 
“exposed like a common robber.” 
Again Mr. Devereux called to his 
recollection the willing sacrifice made 
by our Redeemer for the salvation of 
mankind, and entreated him in like 
manner to offer himself meekly to his 
Maker as an atonement for his sins— 
he exclaimed, *“* [ do die willingly, 
“and would go to the mast-head 
“¢ now to reeve a rope for my death, 
““for I know that my next voyage 
‘¢ must be to Jack Ketch!” He ac- 
companied this last remark with a 
laugh. In this sort of converse he 
remained till twenty minutes after 
ten, when Mr. Devereux took his de- 
parture, remarking that the poor fel- 
low was perlectly resigned to his 
fate; but at the same time evidently 
looked towards it with a levity whieh 
bordered on a confusion of intellect. 
His mind was constantly directed to 
past events, and on every opportunity 
heintroduced some observations con- 
nected with his former life. Mr. De- 
vereux stated, that he had received a 


_ him to a sense of his situation; but he 


still seemed bent on a repetition of his 
supposed wrongs and former adven- 
tures. This morning at a quarter be- 
fore five, the platform on which exe- 


| cutions usually take place, and which 
is fixed on wheels for the convenience 


of removal, was drawn from the Ses- 
sions-house-yard to Skinner-street, 
and placed directly in front of Mr. 
Beckwith’s house. Even at this early 
hour several persons had collected, 
in erder to secure places from whence 
to have a close view of the dreadful 
ceremony. Many of these were of 
the lowest class, but there were still 
some of decent appearance, who, by 
their remarks on what they termed 
the injustice of the awful example 
about to be made, seemed to be dis- 
posed to excite in the mindg of the 
multitude a feeling of discontent.— At 
six o'clock one of the gentlemen who 
sat up during the night with Cashman 
quitted his cell. This gentleman 
stated that the wretched man, during 
the early part of the night, indulged 
himself in making a variety of obser- 
vations on the hardship of his case, 
and the injustice with which he had 
been treated by government; but that 
latterly he had become somewhat more 
composed, having obtained two hours 
sound sleep. Mr. Cotton the ordinary 
of Newgate, soon after entered the 
condemned cell, and endeavoured to 
rouse in this unhappy man a religious 





sense of his situation, but he appeared 
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perfectly incapable of receiving any im- 
pression of that nature, his mind con- 
tinually wandering from the subject 
to his own affairs. Nor were the 
humane and zealous efforts of Mr. 
Devereux more successful. Cashman 
evinced throughout an insensibility, 
which appeared to proceed from a 
weakness of intellect rather than from 
any determined depravity. He was 
continually adverting to his exploits 
while in his Mayesty’s service, and 
lamenting that he was not to die at 
his quarters, instead of being dragged 
to the place of execution ina cart like 
avagrant. Ile asked if he might not 
havea glass of grog. This of course 
was refused; but some tea and bread 
and butter were taken into the cell, of 
which he partook. During the whole 
of this time he was pacing up and 
down his ce!l in a very agitated man- 
ner. Quinland was the person who 
seemed to have the most influence over 
him. ‘They were left together fora 
few minutes. On the door being 
opened for the purpose of removing 
Qainland, Cashman shook hands with 
him, and said ** Good bye, Quinland, 
* { suppose I shall not see you again 
‘*befere I kick the bucket.” As it 
was found that it weuld be a gratifica- 
tion to Cashman, Quinland was, hew- 
ever, permitted to remain in the cell, 
until the approach of the fatal moment. 
Cashman shook hands also with Mr. 
Smart, the turnkey, and requested 
that he would “ give his compliments 
“to the other officers.” Clean linen 
being brought to him, he changed his 
shirt and drawers, put on a sailor’s 
blue jacket and white trowsers, and 
tied on a black silk handkerchief. 
He then expressed his readiness to 
die, and the door of his cell open- 
ing for the admission of some one, 
he stepped forward with great alacrity, 
saying, ““am I to goenow?” The 
two sheriffs of Londun, Mr. Alderman 
Bridges, and Mr. Kirby, and one of 
the Under Sheriffs, all of whom had 
atrived at Newgate about seven 
o'clock, now entered the press-yard. 
Cashman was brought out, and stood 
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[342 


with much unconcern while his fetters 
where knocked off, looking at and as- 
sisting in the operation. His hands 
were tied, and on his arms being bound 
behind him with a cord, he called out 
to the Sheriff’s ofhicer in the sea 
phraseology —“‘ haul it tought ;”’ and 
again expressed his regret that he 
could not die at his quarters like a 
man. Mr. Cotton and Mr. Devereux 
once more attempted to administer re- 
ligious consolation to him, bat in vain. 
—He evinced the utmost impatience, 
exclaiming ** don’t bother me—it’s of 
“no use: I know nothing at all 
‘¢ ubout the matier.”’ The subjects 
which at that awful instant seemed 
nearest his mind, were the mede of his 
death, and the disposition of his little 
property. On his expressing his un- 
easiness on this last head, the Sheriffs 
very benevclently assured him that 
measures shouid be taken to carry 
into effect his wishes with respect to it. 
This assurance appeared to be very 
satmfactory to him, and he said grate- 
fully, “* thank you, Gentlemen.” 
Every thing being in readiness, the 
loud toll of the prison bell gave the 
signal for the procession to move. Of 
the ten or twelve individuals present, 
Cashmas was probably the only one 
unappaleed by the melancholy sound. 
He looked about him with the most 
obdurate expression of countenance ; 
cried, as if involuntarily, ** God bless 
you all!” and marched firmly through 
the various passages of the prison to 
the Debtor’s Door, preceded by the 
Sheriffs, and accompanied by the Or- 
dinary and Mr. Devereux. While 
the Sheriifs were thus attending their 
duty within doors, the City Marshals 
were extremely active without; in- 
deed the arrangements made by these 
Gentlemen to prevent confusion can- 
not be too highly praised. A strong 
wooden rail was erected from the 
corner of Newgate-street next the 
prison, to the corner of the railing 
of St. Sepulchre’s church-yard. In 
front of this an immense force of 
constables was placed, armed with 
staves, who prevented every persea 






































ft 
¢ 
; 
a 
a 
4) 





; % 4 
5 ip 
Pe aee 
be 
2 of 
ty 
ma) 
A aap 
a 
"I €: $ 
4 
2 
2 
§ 
a 
bi 


ts oe 2 past, 


aoe ee ae Qe ee " 





4 
i 


a 
4 
43 
> 
t 


. 
} 
no 
4 
# 
; 
4 
an 
5 
sat 
¢ 
tit 
Bi 
H 


* 


stamegure 2 PRE 


r 


4 
: 
4 

yh 
t 


< : 


or 


a 





Se es en ai 
6 te aE 


x 
or 
ox 
os 


ss 


x ee pee 


2 ee : 


ast 


+ 
b. “ 
# 

k, 
ha 

a3 
~ 

a 

dy 

of 


if 


ex 
pea 

A 
af 
nat 
ee 
‘es 
Pe] 
2 
= 
ice 
Le 


343) CASHMAN 
from passing that boundary. Similar 
measures were adopted atall the other 
avenues leading to the fatal machine ; 
and thns a wide and uninterrupted 
space was preserved from the goal 
down to the end of Old Snow-hill, 
below Mr. Beckwith’s shop. The 
crowd collected beyond these boun- 
daries exceeded all calculation, ex- 
tending in every direction as far as 
the eye could reach, and, in fact, to 
every spot from whence a view of the 
passing scene could be commanded. 
The character of the multitude was of 
course various: but it consisted for 
the most part of persons of an inferior 
description, among whom strong sym- 
toms of discontent evidently prevailed : 
and but for the immense force of the 
civil power, there was reason to be- 
lieve much mischief would have been 
done. Lest any attempt should be 
made at rescue, a signal was concert- 
ed, by which a person placed on Hol- 
born-hil! could be instructed to call 
in the aid of the military, several par- 
ties of whom were under arms. It 
was about ten minutes before eight 
o’clock when the culprit quifted the 
prison, and took his seat in the much- 
dreaded cart, which was prepared for 
his reception. ‘The execrtioner aid 
his assistan¢ sat on each side of him. 
His firmness was unabated, and not a 
muscle of his countenance betrayed 
the slightest appearance of fear.— 
Daring the short time which elapsed 
while the Sheriffs, accompanied by the 
tev. Mr. Coiton and the Rev. Mr. 
Devereux, were getting into their ecar- 
riages, a few persons collected about 
the cart and shook bands with him.— 
Looking towards the prison-doer, 
at which one of the turnkeys 
stood, he said in a laughing man- 
ner, a“ Good bye, Bishop ; God bless 
you my hearty :” and then address- 
ing himself to the others, he exclaim- 
ed, ** This is not for cowardice—I am 
** not brought to this for any robbery 
‘6 __f am going to die; but I shall not 
‘‘ shrink. If l was at my quarters, I 
** would not be killed in the smoke : 
“Jd be in the fire. I have done’ 


’s Dzeartu. 


[344 


‘¢ nothing against my King and coun. 
‘try; but fought for them. 7—Kvery 
thing being at length in readiness, the 
melancholy procession moved for. 
ward. The criminal, as he passed 


along, nodded to the crowd, and con: 


tinued to taveigh, in loud language, 
against the injustice of his punishment, 
declaring he had done nothing but 
what he was driven to, and that he 
had been robbed by merchants as well 
as Government of his due. ** This,” 
said he, ** is what brought me here! 
“¢f always fought for my King and 
** country, and this is my end.”—As 
the Sheriffs advanced, the mob express. 
ed the strongest feelings of indigna- 
| tion: groans and hisses burst from all 
quarters, and attempts were made to 
rush forward. The officers, however, 
stood firm to their posts, and, being 
aided in their efforts by the wooden 
barriers, succeeded in preventing any 
encroachment. ‘This conduct was fre- 
quently repeated before the cart had 
reached its destination ; and Cashman 
joined his voice to the shouts, crying 
out, ** Huzza! my boys, Pll die like 
“aman!” On his quitting the cart, 
and mounting the scatiold, the groans 
were redoubled: he seemed to enter 
into the spirit of the spectators, and 
joined in their exclamations with 4a 
terrific shout. He repeated his former 
remarks on the supposed hardship of 
his case. His face was placed towards 
Holborn-hill, but he turned his head 
Yon all sides, and greeted the mob with 
cries of ** Hurra, my hearties in the 
“ cause! success! cheer up !??—The 
Rev. Mr. Cotton and Mr. Devereux 
now ascended the platform, and en- 
deavoured to bring the wretched man 
to a sense of his awful sitaation. ‘Their 
benovolent exertions, however, were 
fruitless : he appeared callous to all re- 
ligious exhortations, and pushing them 
aside, exclaimed, ‘* Don’t bother me—- 
“< Gt’s no use ; L want no mercy but from 
‘* God !”—The executioner then came 
forward, and put the rope round his 
neck. This operation excited new 
tumults, and fresh exclamations of 





disapprobation burst from the crowd. 
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On the night-cap being put over his 
face, he said, ‘* For God’s sake let 
“me see till the last; I want no cap.” 
In this he was indulged, and the cap 
was withdrawn. He now turned to- 
wards Mr. Beckwith’s house in an 
angry manner, and shaking his head, 
said, ‘* Ill be with you, there,” 
meaning he would hauat the house 
after his death. Again turning to the 


people, he cried, “ Jam the last of 


seven of them that fought for my 
“king and country; J could, not get 
“my own, and that has brought me 
“here.” The executioner waving 
quitted the platform, the unfortunate 
man addressed the crowd nearest him, 
and exclaimed, ‘* Now, you ’ 
“ sive me three cheers when | trip.” 








—‘* Hurra, you .’? And then, 
calling to the executioner, he cried 
out, ** Come Jack, you ——, let go 


“the jib-boom.” The few remain- 
ing seconds of his existence he em- 
ployed in similar addresses, and was 


cheering at the instant the fatal board 


fell from beneath his feet. The cap 
was then drawn over his face, and he 


j 





ing this done, repeated their groans 
and hisses, and made an attempt to 
get under the barriers at the western 
end of Snow-hill, but were suecess- 
fully resisted. 

The body was taken to the debtors 
side of newgate upon the shoulders of 
four men, aud it was afterwards claim- 
ed by a nephew of the malefactor, 
but the Sheriffs refused to let him have 
it until the evening, when it was to be 
conveyed to a house, where, accord. 
ing to Irish custom, it is to be waked 
previously to interment. 

The platform was then removed, 
and part of the crowd broke through 
the barrier next Giltspur-streot, and 
betrayed an anxiety to upset it, but 
they were repulsed by the constables. 
The majority of the populace dis- 
persed, but maby continued round 
Mr. Beckwith’s house, uttering in- 
flammatory expressions, groans, his- 
ses, &c. 
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died almost without a struggle. A | For the more effectually preventing Sedi- 


dead silence instantly prevailed, which | 
continued for a few moments. ‘The | 


tiexus Meetings and Assemblies. 
Whereas assemblies ef divers persons, 


Sheriffs, during the execution, took | collected for the purpose or under the pre- 
their station in the window of a | text of deliberating on public grievances, 


house opposite Mr. Beckwith’s shop. 
After the lapse of about ten minutes, 
the populace renewed the expressions 
of disgust and indignation towards 
every person who had taken a part in 
the dreadful exhibition. Cries of 
‘“* Murder! Murder! were distinctly 
heard from innumerable mouths, fol- 
lowed by cries of ** Shame! Shame!” 
‘ Where are the conspirators 2 Why 
“not hang them?” &c. Groans and 
hisses accompanied these allusions. 
The crowd, in parts most distant from 
the platform, soon began to retire, but 
Many thousands remained until the 
body was cut down. Precisely at 
nine o’clock a black deal shell -«as 
brought, by order of the Sheriffs, who 
still remained on the spot, and the 
body was placed within it by the 
*xecutioner. ‘The populace, on see- 





and of agreeing on petitions, complaints, 
remonstrances, declarations, or other ad- 
dresses to His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, or to both Houses or either House 
of Parliament, have of late been made use 
of to serve the ends of factious and sedi- 
tious persons, to the great danger and dis- 
turbance of the public peaca, have pro- 
duced acts of riot, tumult, and disorder, 
and may become the means of producing 
confusion and calamities in the nation ; 

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s 
Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
seut Parliament assembled, aud by the 
authority of the same, That no meeting 
of auy description of persous exceeding 
the number of fifty persons, (other than 
and except any meeting of any county 
riding or division, called by the Lord 
Lieutenant, Custos Rotulorum, or sheriff 
of such county, or a meeting called by the 
convener of any county or stewartry in 
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that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
or any mecting called by two or more 
justices of the peace of the county or place 
where such meeting shall be holden, or 
any meeting of any county having different 
ridings or divisions, called by any two 
justices of any one or more of such ridings 
or divisions, or any meeting called by the 
major parc of the Grand Jury of the 
county, or of the division of the county 
where such meeting shall be holden, at 
their General Assizes or Genera] Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace, or ary meeting of 
any city or borough or fown corporate, 
called by the Mayor or other head officer 
of such city or boreugh or town ceporate, 
or any meeting of any ward or division of 
any city, called by the Aldermen or other 
head officer of such ward or division, or 
any meeting of any corporate body,) shall 
be holden for the purpose or on the pre- 
text of considering of or preparing any 
petition, complaint, remonstranee or de- 
claration, or other address to the King, or 
to both Houses or either House of Parlia- 
ment, for alteration of matters established 
in church or state, or for the purpose or 
on the pretext of deliberating upen any 
grievance in Church or State, unless no- 
tice of the intention to hold such meeting, 
and of the time and place when and where 
the same shall be proposed to be holden, 
and of the purpose for which the same 
shall be propesed to be holden, shall be 
given, in the names of seven persons at the 
least, being householders resident within 
the County, City or Place where such 
Meeting shall be proposed to be holden, 
whose places of abede aud descriptions 
shall be inserted ie such notice, and which 
notice shall be given by public advertise- 
megtin some public newspaper usually 
circulated in the County and Division 
where such meeting shall be holden; five 
days at the least before sach meeting shall 
be holden, or shall be delivered in manner 
hereinafter mentioned ; and that such no- 
tice shall not be inserted in any such 
newspaper unless the authority to insert 
such notice shall be signed by seven per- 
sows at the least, being householders resi- 
dent within the County, City or Place 
where such Meeting shall be proposed to 
be holden, and named in such Notice, and 
unless such autherity so sigmed sbali be 
written at the foot ofa true copy of such 
notice, aud shald be delivered te the person 
required to insert the same in any such 
newspaper as aforesaid, which person shall 
cause such notice and authority to be care- 
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fu!ly preserved, and shail also at any time | 
after such notiee shall have been inserted in | 
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such paper, and within fourteen days after 
the day on which such meeting shall he 
had, preduce such notice aid authority, 
and cause a true copy thereof (if required) 
to he delivered to any Justice of the peace 
for the County, City, Town or Place where 
such person shall reside, or where such 
newspaper shall be printed, and who shall 
require the same; and in case any person 
shall insertany such notice in any news. 
paper without such authority as aforesaid, 
or in case any person to whom any such 
notice and authority shall have been deli- 
vered for the purpose of inserting such 
notice in any such newspaper as aforesaid 
shall refuse to produce such notice and 
authority, or to deliver a true copy thereof 
being thereunte required as_ aforesaid, 
within three days after such production 
and Copy or either of them shall have 
been so required, every such Person, for 
every such effence, shall forfeit the sum 
of fifty pounds to any person who shall 
one for the same. 

Provided always neverthless, and be it 
further enacted, that it shall be lawful to 
deliver any such notice as aforesaid, sign- 
ed by the seven persons in whose names 
such notice shall be given, with their 
places of abode and description, five days 
at the least before the day on which such 
meeting shall be holden, to the Clerk of 
the peace of the County, Riding, or Divi- 
sion, within which such meeting shall be 
proposed to be holden; and such clerk of 
the peace shall forthwith and without de- 
lay, send a true copy of such notice, with 
such signatures and additions as aforesaid, 
to three justices of the peace at the least, 
of such County, Riding or division, or in 
case the justices of the peace of the city, 
borough, or town, where such meeting 
shall be proposed to be holden, shal! have 
exclusive jurisdiction, then to three of such: 
justices, if so many shall then be resident 
within such jurisdiction, and if not, then 
to somany of such justices as shall be re- 
sident within such exclusive jurisdiction ; 
and in such case, such notice so given by 
such means as aforesaid, shall be as effec- 
tual to all intents and purposes, as if the 
same had been given by public adverfise- 
ment inserted in any such newspaper @ 
aforesaid. ‘ 

And be it further enacted, that all meet 
ings of any descriptions of persons, exceed- 
ing the number of fifty persous (other than 
aud except as aforesaid, which shajl be 
bolden without such previous notice 
aforesaid, for the purpose or on the pretext 
of coi’ idering of or preparing any peauol, 
complaint, remonstrance, dcclaratiou, 
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other address to the King, or both Houses | 
oreither House of Rarliameut, for altera- | 
‘ion of matters established in church or | 
state, or for the purpose or on the pretext 
of deliberating on any grievance in church 
or state), shall be deemed and taken to be 
gulawful assemblies. 

And be it further enacted, that it shall | 
not be lawful to adjourn any meeting that | 
shall be holden under and by virtue of 
such previeus notice, to any future time 
iter the day specified in such notice for 
holding such meeting, or to any other 

lace than that at which such meeting 
shall be first holden in pursuance of sucis 
previous notice ; and that any meeting of 
any description of persons exceeding the 
number of fifty persons (except as afore- 
said) which shall be holden by way of or 
under pretence of being an adjourned 
meeting, for the purpose of, or on the pre- 
text of considering of, or preparing any 
petition, complaint, remonstrance, decla- 
ration or other address to the King, or 
hoth Houses, or either House of Parha- 
ment, fer alteration of matters established 
inchurch or state, or for the purpose or 
on the pretext of deiibcrating on any grie- 
vance iu Charch or state, siall be deemed 
and taken to be an Unlawful Assembly. 

And be it further enacted, that if any 
persons, exceeding the number of fifty, 
being assembled contrary to the proevi- 
sions herein before contained, and beiag 
required or commanded by any one or 
more justice or justices of the peace, or 
hy the sheritf of the county or his under- 
sheriff, or by the mayor or other head offi- 
ter or justice of the peace of any city or 
town corporate where such assembly 
shall be, by proclamation to be made in 
the King's name, in the form herejuafter 
directed, to disperse themselves, aud peace- 
ably to depart to their habitatious, or to 
their lawful business, shall, {v the number 
oftwelve or more, notwithstanding such 
proclamation made, remain or continue to- 
gether by the space of one hour after such 
Command or request made iy proclama- 
tion, that then such continuing together to 
the number of twelve or more, after such 
‘ommand or request pivde by proclama- 
ton, shall be adjudged felony without 
benefit of clergy, aud the offenders there 
In shall be adjudged feious, aad shali suf- 
ler death as iv cases of felony, without be- 
hefit of clergy. 

And be it further enacted, that the or- 
der and form of the proclamation to be 
made as aforesaid, shall be as hereafter 
followeth ; (that is to say), the justice of 
ke peace or ether person autheriged hy 
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this act to make the said proclamation, 
shall, among the said persons assembled, 
or as near to them as he can safely come, 
with a loud voice command, or cause to 
be commanded sileuce to he while procla- 
wation is making; and after that, shall 
openly and with loud voice make or cause 
to be made, proclamation in these words, 
or like in effect: 

« Our Sovereign Lord the King chargeth 
“and commendeth all persons being 
“assembled immediately to disperse 
“ themselves, and peaceably to depart 
“to their habitations or +o their law- 
“fal business, upon the pains con- 
% tained in the act, made in the fifty- 
“seventh year of King George the 
« Third, forthe more effectually pre- 
«venting seditious meetings and as- 
«< semblies, 

“GOD SAVE THE KING.” 

Ani he it further enacted, that in case 
any meeting shall be hoiden in pursuance 
of any such notice as aforesaid, and the 
purpose for which the same shall in such 
notice have been declared to be holden, 
or any matter which shall be in such no- 
tice proposed to be propounded or delibe- 
rated upon at such meeting, shall purport 
that any matter or thing by law es- 
tablished may be altered, otherwise than 
by the authority of the King, lerds, and 
commons, in parliameut assemb!ed, or shall 
tend toincite or stir up the people to ha- 
tred or contempt of the person of his ma- 
jesty, his heirs or successors, or of the Go- 
vernment and Constitution of ‘this Realm 
wx by law established, it shall be lawful 
for one or more justice or justices, or the 
sherifi of the county where such meeting 
shall be, or for the mayor or other head 
oficer or any justice of the peace of any 
city or town corporate where any such 
meeting shall be, by proclamation, to re- 
quire or command the persons there as- 
sembled to disperse themselves; and if 
any persons, to the uumber of twelve 
or more, being so required or com- 
manded by proclamation to be made 
iu the King’s name, in the form herein- 
berore directed, to disperse themselves, 
aud peaceably to depart to their ha- 
hitatiuus or to their lawful businesss, 
sholl, to the number of twelve or more, 
notwithstanding such proclamation made, 
eima'n or continue together by the space 
of ove hour after such command er: re- 
quest made by proclamation, that ther 
such ceiutinuing together, to the number 
of twelve or more, after such command 
or request made by proclamation, shall be 
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adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, 
and the offenders therein sliall be uljudg- 
ed felons, and shall suffer death as in cases 
of felony, without benefit of clergy. 

And be it further enacted, That if any 
ene or more justice or justices of the 
peace present at any meeting requiring 
such notiee as aforesaid, shall think fit to 
erder any person er persons who shall at 
such meeting proeeed to propound or 
maintain any proposition for allering any 
thing by law estab! ished, otherwise than 
by the Authority of the King, Lords, and 
Commons, im Parliament assembled, or 
shall wilfully and advisedly make any 
proposition, or hold any discourse for the 
purpese of inciting and stirring up the peo- 
ple to hatred er contempt of the person 
of his Majesty, his heirs or suceessors, or 
the government and constitution of this 
realm as by law established, to be taken 
into custody to be dealt with according to 
law ; and in case the said justice or justic es 
or any of them, or any peace officer acting 
under their or any of their orders, shall be 
obstructed in taking into custody any per- 
son or persons so ordered to be taken into 
custody, then aud tm such case it shall be 
Jawful for any such justice or justices 
thereupon to make or cause to be made 
such proclamation as aforesaid in “manner 
aforesaid ; and if any persows to the num- 
ber of twelve or more, beimg required or 

commanded by such proc lamation to dis- 
perse themselves and peaceably depart as 
aforesaid, shall to the number of twelve or 
more, notwithstanding such proclamation 
made, remain or coutinue together by the 
space of one hour after such commaud 
or request made by proclamation, that 
they such continuing together to the nwm- 
ber of tweive or more after such command 
or request made by proclamation, shall be 
adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, 
and the offenders therein shall be adjudged 
felons, and shall suffer death as in case of 
felony, without benefit of “lergy. 

And be it further enacted, That every 
justice and justices of the peace, sheriff, 
under sheriil, mayor and other head offi- 


cer aforesaid, is and are hereby authorized | made as aforesaid, ai 
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shall be, or shall be intended to be holden, 
or to any part thereof, and there to do or 
order, or cause to be done, all such acts 
matters and things as the case may re. 
quire, which they are hereby enabled to 
do or order to be done, or which they are 
otherwise by law enabled to do or order 
to be done; and it shall be law/ul for al) 
and every ‘iustices of the peace, sheriff, 
under sheriff, mayor and other head offi. 
cer as aforesaid, to take and require the 
assistance of any number of constables 
or other officers of the peaee within their 
respective districts, or within the district 
or place wherein every such meeting as 
hereinbefore mentioned shall be holden, 
which constables and other officers of the 
peace are hereby required to attend ac- 
cordingly such justices, sheriff, . under 
sheriff, mayor or other head officer res- 
peetively, and to give such assistance as 
shall be necessary fur the due execution of 
this act. 

And be it further enacted, That if such 
persons suv assembled as aforesaid, or 
twelve or more of them, after any procla- 
mation made in manner aforesaid, slia}l 
continue together and not disperse them- 
selves within one hoar, that then it shall 
and may be lawful to and for every justice 
of the peace, sheriff or under sheriff, of 
the county where such assembly shall be, 
aud also to and for every high or petty 
constable and other peace officer within 
such county, and also fo and for every 
mayor, justice of the peace, sheriff, and 
other head officer, high or petty constable, 
and other peace officer, of any city or town 
corporate where such assembly shall be, 
and to and for such other person and persons 
as shal] be commanded to be assisting unto 


any such justice of the peace, sheriff, or. 


under sheriff, mayor or other head officer 
aforesaid, who are hereby authorized and 
empowered to commaid li his majesty’s 
subjects, of age and a ilit’, to be arse 
to them therein, to seize and apprehen 
aud they are hereby r-quired to seize and 
a)yprehend such pers» is so assembled and 
continuing togethe. fier proelamation 
‘orthwith to carry 


and empowered, on notice or knowledge | the person or perseis so apprehended 


of any such meeting or assembly as 4s | 
hereinbefore-mentioned, to resort te the | 


place where such meetimg or assembly — 


before one or more of | ‘s najesty’s justices 
_of the peace of the co. ty or place where 
Zo be Co .ued. 
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